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Cates: Hugh Cates. It's April Qie 29th, 1971. I’ncSLn the office of £ 
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United States^Senator John Sherman Cooper. Senator hooper is a Republican 
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from the stat§^ of Kentucky. Senator Cooper, would ySli mind just stating^ 
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a two-year tegn. I was defeated twice 

15 yeaft^*T"Enew "him like all 'Senators knew him, &om 
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observing himlun the Floor of thc^Senate, admiring him for his dignity, ffor 

his presence, Tils authority and hjs tremendous power "and influence in debate. 
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I 11 just say^ commonplace, but It is correct that 6e’s always considered 
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as an outstanding power, force iniche Senate. ' — 
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Cates: Senator, excuse me, I didB*t mean to interrupt you, sir, go ahead, si 
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Cooper: He wafi often... I remember the first... when fc first came here he= 
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was very courteous to me. He wasCalways very courteous to people. He 
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would listen to their views, unless he. ..at times he iould get a little ^ 
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irritated because they were so...he could tell he thought they were very^ 
prejudiced or biased in their vietfs and were not objective. I was much 9. 



interested in defense matters having served two years on the Armed Services 
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Committee in *53 and *54. When, &fter development ofpsophisticated nucl&ar 
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weapons where ft is so difficult ££> understand what all these weapons were 
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Chairman, if ^ could come to the Sessions when Secretary of Defense gav^. 
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to the Commit Bee his estimate ofjhe defense situations sometimes lasting 
two or three |ays. He was alwayi|kind, always askedyne to come in, and|t 
was very grat|ful for that. I assume the... the period in which I had th£ 
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closest relat^nship with him wasnyhen both of us segued as a. . .members 3 >f 
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the Commission to investigate theCassassination of President Kennedy, which, 
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of course, wa^more popularly kn<*L as the Warren Commission. In that y^r 
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Cooper: Yes. cThat investigation=lasted several months in 1964. He was^ 
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also busy in the Senate. It was 6 n election year, arid the investigation,-: 
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took a great d&al of time of the Members. There were-, dozens of witnesses. 
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dozens and dozens and dozens of papers we had to read, testimony given bjf- 
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other witnesses which were taken §y members of the staff. And then the r 
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Commission met-^often. Our final Judgment was unanimous but in making * 
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that judgment jhere were discussions which brought out the strength of — 
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mind, the judgement and authorityiif Senator Russell c If you want me tor 
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Cates: Senate^, I wish you would ^nd I might say thii and I don’t know £f 

it would go into this area or not^but if you feel lijFe if anything you 
might say should not be made public for some time yoitcan so state that and 
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a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honored by the University 
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Cooper: No, thiS. is perfectly all tight. 
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Cates: Well, I wish you would go...£ 
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9 /» 



c 

■3 



m 



Cates: Yes. 
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Cates: Well, I jgant you to use you£ . own good judgment ^.n saying anything 
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Cooper: I remeiber when President [Johnson called me a£my hometown in | 
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Somerset, Kentu«Ay, where I had lef§ for the weekend afl asked me to be < 
on the Commission, and he told me tfat Senator Russell J*ould be the Democra- 
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tic member from She Senate. That lid me, very persuasively to also be a ^ 
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member of the emission, because ^appreciated his portion and his judgment 
Senator Russell |ater told me that |e objected very singly to going on f 
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the Commission. |He was very busy a£d also, to be franfe he said he did ,, 
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not care to serve under Justice Warren 3 But a 4 1WayS ’ hiS 56036 °~ 
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*1. . . I. . . I. . . that one of his great qualities, to rise torfWhat he thought 
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$as the need of the Country. On the Congnission, which was j&ade up of a... 
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<our from the Congress, two from the Hoope and two from the^Senate — two 
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Republicans, two Democrats — and Senator Russell and myself Iftrom the Senate, ~ 
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Congressman Boggs at^Ji 1 Congressman Ford from the House — and £hen a distinguished^ 
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jjroup of civilians, private memberq ,^TPSS3ea . . fJqd then heac&d by Chief Justice— 
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Judgment. But there? s ... there were two issues in that investigation which 
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again impressed me about Senator Russel£. And first may I say, he kept up 
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with that investigation all the time. Even if he had committees which be had £_ 
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to attend, he had a -fep resent at ive there and staff and when^-be came back you 2. 

7 73 % 7* — 

Sould tell that he had read the evidenc‘d. He talked over all the facts. He 
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-knew what had been dsne even when he wasn't there. First f there was the 2 
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testimony of Mrs. (jLee Harvey] Oswald, the wife and widow of Lee Oswald. 
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And when we heard her testimony, the first and the second time, she was bereft 

T £) r. 

. “ O " 

§nd...and, of course^ a tragedy for her^jj And I think she ^tracted some sym- < 
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pa thy from the Commission. Well, of course, that sympathy yould be human nature. 
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Hut Senator truss ell ^he was not convinced that she had tolct^the full truth - 
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and all the facts sh£ did know. And he^talked to me about _lt. I had some- 
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^hat of the same feeding, but again I mtrst say he was the leader — took the 
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leadership in it. A&d he said.. .he suggested that we go down to Dallas, Texas.^' 
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and have her as a witness there. And wS would question hei5 again. And we *£_ 

did go. I think we 5iere there two days 7 : and on those two 4 ays we questioned 1 
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her very strenuously and his was the most powerful ^Examination. He wa£L 
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courteous, dignified, but nevertheless he searched ?pr the truth. I wfll 
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say that we did not get from he^any additional information, but I always 
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believed that- Senator Russell taught that she had home fact, not necessarily 
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Chat... that St was anyone else t&C Lee Oswald responsible, but... but tliat 
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he had some Reeling that she ha^not told all the facts. I think that CBas 
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bom out in ^-statement he made a year or so ago in^which he said, as L_ 
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recall, he h?3 not yet bee^ nerji^gj^j^at we had aS. the facts. The 
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most compelling position h^[ took in Commission was this: there was/ 
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a question o£!whether or nult 
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one of the shafts, had. ..had passed through Governor £ John] Connally of "5 

Texas on the front seat. To... to find that It had j&ssed through both would 
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make the decision somewhat easier, in the time framed It wasn’t conclusive. 
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And so there ^ first... an opinion. by most of the Commission that we should 
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say that the i^hot passed throughcboth President Kennedy and Governor 
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Connally, Governor Connally was<a very strong witness. I see now why fie 
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has the present opinion in the country that he r s a very strong man. He’s 
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a very strongIVitness. He said categorically that he knew it... that the 
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first shot did-' not pass through film. And he...I remember he said, "I — 
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turned my head- when I heard the $hot. It did come from the direction which 
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you have declined It came from beaaifsel'm familiar with firearms. But as: I 
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turned again To the left, I felt ihe impact of another shot.” Senator 
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Russell just ajaid, M I’ll never sign that report if.. gif. ..if this Commission 



says categorically that the second shot passed through both of them. ^ 
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I agreed with^iim. I must say h^rhad great influence with me, but I too* 
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have been impressed by Governor Connally and so the Commission then did 
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agree that, I^cannot recall the exact words, that while there was evideifce 
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-that the same. . .thatr the shot had passes! through both President Kennedy and...= 

— ' ' ** “ — —* 

p and Governor Connally It was not conclusive. And with tha$» why. Senator Russfill 

f-.von his point. I think he’s correct. Jhe other point was^t the end, and 
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^this was more a matter of language thaigof decision because everyone had 
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•< Kennedy and that was. Lee Oswald. And.JVbut again, there w£s the first cate- _ 
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^with it, and again Senator Russel^.' 

•^us. But, we are not. . .we. . .we. . Ot e *re not. ■ cannot say?that at some 
Epoint there may be Some other evidence in the future and tiat we cannot 
^categorically dose^the door to the facts that may arise.'- He just said, "I - 
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^want to limit to what we have our selve^ heard, we’ve seartied out all we coulg, 
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"Pdone the best we co*ld and on the basif of that we say th^ Lee Oswald was «* 
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-the assassin but w^nust not... we must?say also that therC-may be facts which= 
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Zare developed in the future but which ?e could not secure ^ which may show o' 
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^otherwise." Now, that last is probably was just... said, vfell, anybody could - 
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=have said that but making in consideration his... his dete^ination to inter- * 
Cview Mrs. Oswald, the third time and very strongly, and h£p strong position 
-’on the question of Aether the same stu£e- passed through bo£h President Kennedy^ 

"and Governor Connelly, I just feel theie to show the strength of his mind, - 
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| the careful judgment about testimony, Hie limits .. .precis| limits, upon which*. 
=we could base our judgment, that is orgwhat we had heard, iit was an indication 
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5pf the... of the cabbie, capable, able^and capable man of La very strong mind,_ 
~ of a very discriminating mind, of a powerful determinatio| to be just, and ^ 
5.1 came out of that=sioc or seven monthsSwork feeling that T had been associate^ 
S, ith a man who wasinore. . .certainly mcSe able and powerful than anyone else - 
on that Commission: And, well, and I 'thought more than anyone I’d known in v 
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President Johnson wanted 

— i i c 
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he believed that...*_that with Senator ^lssell’s presence op the Committee 
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C- made about its work" and. . .and I talked to him about that from time to time, 
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d^have said, three or- four of them," but^he said, “They didn’t make any - 
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^Commission’s work, -^and picked holes iir^it." And now he h£d...he had such 
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